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Goddesses than Gods. Quanhiem has the most Votaries. She is placed
in State, sitting on a Cushion with rich Robes, and her httle Son standing
befoie her, with a charged Trident in his right Hand, ready to throw at
Offendcis of the Laws of Humanity and Nature, and also at those who make
no Free-will-offerings to his Mother. The Chinese who have seen the Roman
Cathohck Churches and Worship, say that she is the Chinese Virgin Maty.
There is another Goddess called Matsoa, who swirnm'd from a far
Country, through many Seas, and came in one Night to China, and took
up her Residence there. She sits on a plat Form, with a Cushion laid 011

The Temple and Image of the Godess Quanhiem

it, and her Head is covered with blue Wooll instead of Hair. She is the
Protectress of Navigation, for which Reason none go a Voyage but they
first make a Sacrifice of boiled Hogs Heads, and Bread baked in the Steam
of boiling Water. It is set before the Image when reeking-hot, and kept
before her till it is cold, she feeding on the Smoke, and the Devotees on
the Substance, when it is cold. On their Return from a Voyage, they
compliment her with a Play, either acted on board of the Ship, or before
one of her Temples.

They have another Goddess in Form of a Virgin, called Quonin, who has
many Votaries, but is mostly worshipt in the Provinces of Peking and
Nanking, but being a Virgin, she has many Lovers all over China.